


The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.

 Approximate run time: 60 minutes with no intermission
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Magnus Theatre’s Collective Creation Project is a unique arts 

development project for teenagers in Thunder Bay and the region. 

Over the course of several months, this youth led project works to 

create an issues-based play around a topic that means 

something to the participants, something that resonates with them 

and their communities. Under the working title of The Mental 

Health Project, and with the support of Children’s Centre Thunder 

Bay, students worked together to create the performance you are 

going to see tonight.

The Mental Health Project is a response to the Mental Health 

crisis occurring in youth due to the disruption caused by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Record numbers of young people are expe-

riencing a variety of mental health issues. A recent UNICEF report 

states that 27% of young people reported feeling anxious or de-

pressed in the last seven days, that 1 in 2 feel less 

motivated to take part in activities that they previously enjoyed 

and 43% of young women feel more pessimistic about the future, 

along with 31% of young men feeling the same. The project aims 

to be a safe space for young people to discuss their own mental 

health and to give them the tools to seek help and help others by 

exploring these issues in a creative medium.

Throughout the process the students have been guided by our 

experienced team of theatre professionals, as well as their 

exceptional instructor, Shannon Vancook. Shannon has done an 

excellent job guiding these students throughout their journey and 

has created the kind of creative, supportive and safe space where 

truly excellent work can 昀氀ourish. I want to extend my warmest 
thanks to her for her skill and expertise.

Introspection is a story about mental health, about the struggles 

and expectations that can burden the young people in our society. 

This is a story written in their own words, based on their own 

experiences and using their own theatrical skills and abilities. It 

is a deeply personal story and one I hope that will resonate with 

those that see it. Each student has worked hard and poured their 

time and energy into creating this original piece of work.

Thank you to the staff of Magnus Theatre for their hard work and 

continued support of The Collective Creation Project, and all they 

do to ensure that these young people can succeed. Thank you, as 

an audience member, for coming to support these students and 

the work that they have created. I hope you enjoy the show and 

that we see you back at Magnus Theatre in the future.

Jordan Blaxill

Theatre in Education Director



Jaylan Toppozini (Tarrin) has 

been on the stage more times 

than she has ran on a track. 

Meaning she’s more of an arts 

kinda person. But her lack of 

athleticism is tested by playing a 

soccer player in this Magnus Theatre production 

of Introspection. She hopes that she can really 

make you say “oh wow” with her performance. 

In a good way obviously. So sit back, relax, 

and dive into the watching experience of 

“Introspection’. Jaylan would also like to leave 

you with this parting messages “stay awesome”!

Andreas Sheridan Langille 

(Bee) is a Grade 9 student at 

Superior High School, who 

enjoys reading, acting, and 

cats, even though they are 

allergic. Andi has done camps 

with Magnus in the past but this is their second 

production with them! They are also currently in 

Magnus Theatre’s Collective Creation Project 

working on a play called Introspection.

Kailey Ogemah (Emma) is a 

new actor in Magnus doing their 

昀椀rst of昀椀cial performance. She did 
musicals when she was younger. 

She’s excited for her friends and 

family to see this performance!

Nathan Albanese (Dad and 

Ensemble) is a cast member and 

collaborative writer in Magnus’ 

Introspection. This is his second 

play as an actor and 昀椀rst play as 
a writer. He would like to thank 

the cast and his director for being wonderful to 

work with. He is incredibly proud of the play and 

happy to have had the opportunity.



Deklan Cross (Gigi and 

Ensemble) is very happy to be 

involved in another CCP, he was 

in last year’s “Smokescreen” as 

the character Curtis. This year’s 

acting experience has been very 

educational in many ways for Deklan and he 

hopes to continue to improve his acting skills in 

future plays. He is very proud to be apart of this 

very talented cast!

Gwen Carrasco (Trophy, 

Ensemble, Stage Manager) is 

a young public speaker and 

performer. They are incredibly 

passionate about advocating 

for the mental health of youth 

and they are performing in their second show at 

Magnus Theatre. Gwen would like to thank their 

cat, Diego for his never ending support in this 

endeavor.

Jaiden Stevenson (Mike Von 

Trapp and Ensemble) has been 

an actor since 2018 and has 

enjoyed the excitement with 

performing. They’re excited to 

once again be on a stage after 

the last performance at Magnus in Smokescreen.

Quill Graham (Benny and 

Ensemble) has been acting 

since they were seven years old, 

and is very excited to be in a 

show again for the 昀椀rst time in 3 
years!



Shannon Vancook (Instructor/

Director) is so proud of the cast 

for the work and talent they 

have brought to the creation of 

Introspection. She has enjoyed 

each step along the way, and 

hopes that this play can be of help to young 

people who are struggling with mental health. 

Please remember: your feelings are valid, your 

boundaries are important, and help is available.

The Collective Creation Project is an annual 

cooperative effort with Magnus Theatre and 

local high school students. With the guidance of 

professional theatre staff, students from across 

the city come together to write a play on a social 

issue affecting Thunder Bay. The CCP is offered 

completely free of charge to participants, with the 

students involved in all aspects of the creation of 

the play, from writing to acting to production. In 

2022, the Collective Creation Project received the 

Lieutenant Governor’s Ontario Heritage Award 

for their play, STOLEN, AZHEN.This year’s play, 

Introspection, is an honest and powerful look at the 

state of the mental health of young people today 

and how they cope with an uncertain and ever-

changing world.



 

No Scents Makes Sense!

Due to the number of people with allergies, Magnus 

Theatre strives to be a scent-free theatre. Please avoid 

using perfumes, colognes or other scented products 







TICKETS ON SALE FOR THE 39 STEPS!



MANAGEMENT

Artistic Director – Thom Currie

Executive Director – Alexis Rowlinson

THEATRE IN EDUCATION

Theatre in Education Director – Jordan Blaxill

Theatre in Education Instructors – Shannon Vancook

FUNDRAISING & DEVELOPMENT

Director of Development - Mairéad O’Higgins-Human

MARKETING & PUBLICITY TEAM

Interim Marketing Director – Julie MacCoy

Publicity & Social Media Coordinator – Julie MacCoy

PRODUCTION TEAM

Production Manager – Nicholas Palinka

Technical Director – Tim Stephenson

Head Carpenter – David Brown

Head of Properties – Nadia Cheechoo

Head of Wardrobe – Lisa Macchione

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

Financial Of昀椀cer – Shaveh Moores
Accounting Clerk - Harneet Kaur 

Of昀椀ce Administrator - John Ostrowski
Box Of昀椀ce Representative – Sandra Snider
Front of House Manager/Volunteer Coordinator – Jerron Fuchihara

Bar and Concessions Attendant - Ashley Perry

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President – Nadia La Russa

1st Vice President – Cathy Ridley

Past President – Warren Mouck

Treasurer – Meagan Ellis

Directors

Susan Aris

Gerald Buckrell

Elliott Cromarty

Tammy D ’Amours

Ernie Epp

Trish Glena

Eraj Rehman

Magnus Theatre
Staff & Board
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