


The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is 
strictly prohibited. Approximate run time: 125 which includes 

ONE 15 minute INTERMISSION
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We’re in it together

At Tbaytel, we believe the arts enhance 
quality of life and are a key part of 
building more vibrant communities.

Supporting Magnus Theatre is our way 
of helping to make our neighbourhood 
a better place for everyone.

https://www.tbaytel.net/


Sophia Fabiilli (Playwright) is 
a playwright, actor, director, and 
educator. As an award-winning 
playwright, her works include: The 
Philanderess (The Second City 
Award for Best New Comedy, 2015), 

Liars at a Funeral (Ellen Ross Stuart Opening 
Doors Award, 2018), and her newest project, Why 
It’s Impossible to Raise a Girl. Recently, she 
directed Every Brilliant Thing at the Thousand 
Islands Playhouse (2022) where she served as the 
Associate Artistic Director for three seasons. She’s 
also a graduate of the Bell Media Prime Time TV 
Writing Program at the Canadian Film Centre and 
completed her Bachelor of Education at Queen’s 
University.

Thom Currie (Director) is a director, 
playwright, dramaturg, actor and 
producer who has worked in 
theatres across Canada and Europe 
and is currently Artistic Director of 
Magnus Theatre in Thunder Bay. 

Prior to Magnus, Thom was Artistic Director of 
the Stephenville Theatre Festival (NL), Managing 
Artistic Director at The Showboat Festival Theatre In 
The Round (ON), Artistic Director of The Georgian 
Theatre Festival (ON) and Founding Artistic Director 
of ReallyLittleTheatre (INTL). Thom has directed 
over 100 productions in his career, in spaces 
ranging from arenas in Regina to third floor walk-
up apartments in Paris. 





Richard Comeau (Quint/Cam) is an 
actor, fight director, and is proud to be 
the first Indigenous person to become 
a Certified Fight Instructor with Fight 
Directors Canada. He is beyond 
thrilled to be making his Magnus debut 

in this super fun and funny piece! Later this fall, 
Richard will reprise the role of Joseph in 1939 at 
Canadian Stage and Belfry Theatre. Theatre credits 
include King Lear, Much Ado About Nothing, 
1939, Hamlet-911 (Stratford Festival); 1939 (YES 
Theatre); Crazy Dave Goes To Town (Centre for 
Indigenous Theatre). Film/TV credits include Star 
Wars Battlefront II: Official Rivals (Disney/Lucas 
Films); Extraordinary Canadians: Louis Riel and 
Gabriel Dumont (CBC/PMA Biographies). Fight 
Direction credits include Shaw Festival, Soulpepper, 
Native Earth, YES, etc. For Tashana and all my 
relations. Miigwetch! 

Laura Del Papa (DeeDee/Mia) is 
thrilled to be back at Magnus Theatre 
and she feels incredibly fortunate 
to work with such a fantastic cast 
and crew! Select credits include: A 
Christmas Carol, Tagged, Nighlight 

(Magnus Theatre), Ghost - The Musical (Starvox 
Entertainment), The Mask Messenger (Faustwork 
Mask Theatre), Daisy Amazed Me (Thousand 
Islands Playhouse), and Paw Patrol - Race to the 
Rescue (Canada & France tours - Nickelodeon/
Life Like Touring). Mum: Thank you for everything 
you have done for me and continue to do… like 
flying to Thunder Bay to see this show! I love you 
so much! 



Debra Hale (Evelyn/Leorah) was  
previously at Magnus Theatre with 
the following productions including 
Freedom 85, a multi-character 2 
woman show (Toronto/NYC/Ontario 
tour), Emma in Storm Warning and 

Constance in Goodnight Desdemona. Other 
theatre roles include Constance in Affairs of State 
(Classic Theatre Ottawa) Susanne in Where You 
Are (Premiere – Th. Orangeville), Alice in Sexy 
Laundry (1000 Islands Playhouse/Port Hope), 3 
women in Here  On the Flight Path (Orillia/Alberta), 
many  farces at Upper Canada Playhouse. TV/
Film: Pocket Dial Murder (Lifetime), Christmas 
by Design (Hallmark), Titans (Netflix), Murdoch 
Mysteries (CBC), Seven in Heaven (Netflix). 
Upcoming: The Sweet  Delilah Swim Club at 
Lighthouse Theatre this summer. 

Sweeney MacArthur (Wayne/Frank) 
has been in some shows and this is 
another one! Thanks to Magnus for 
having me back. Love this town, love 
this theatre! 

Barbara Saxberg (Mavis) is thrilled 
to be making her first professional 
appearance on the Magnus Theatre 
stage. It was a performance several 
years during the 10X10 Short Play 
Festival at Magnus that prompted 

her return to acting as a profession. Since then, 
she’s appeared in lead and principal roles in film 
and television, most recently in Lifetime Network’s 
Would You Kill For Me? The Mary Bailey Story 
and in a soon-to-be-released short, The Space Left 
Behind. Barbara worked professionally as an actor 
during her 20s and 30s before embarking on a 25-



year career as a journalist with the CBC where she 
won multiple awards for her radio documentaries. 
She has often commented that restarting an acting 
career in the midst of a pandemic may have not 
been the best timing, but she’s delighted that at 
this stage in life she has been able to return to the 
life, proving it’s never too late to follow a dream. 
On a personal note, Barbara is a proud mom of 
two, stepmom to three, and grandma to eight. She 
is surrounded by a large, funny extended family. 
And she’s lucky to have a partner who makes her 
laugh every day and lets her know she is loved.



Adam Parboosingh (Set and Prop 
Design) is thrilled to be designing the 
scenery for Liars at the Funeral. In 
recent years at Magnus Theatre, he 
designed the lighting for Salt Baby 
and Lunenburg. Adam is an associate 

professor in the Department of Theatre and Film 
at the University of Winnipeg where he teaches 
theatre design. Some of his more recent 
productions include designing the lighting for 
Prairie Theatre Exchange’s The Year of Magical 
Thinking, scenery for Theatre Project Manitoba 
/ Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre’s Among Men, 
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre’s Pals, Shakespeare in 
the Ruin’s Twelfth Night, Dry Cold’s The Prom and 
Yaga at RMTC. He designed the lighting for WJT’s 
Narrow Bridge and Sick and Twisted’s Antigone. 
Other productions include designing scenery and 
lighting for UW’s Stupid Fucking Bird, lighting for 
UW’s The Drowning Girls. Adam’s ongoing support 
comes from his wife Tamara and three kids 
(Mackenzie, Keaton and Harrison) and dog, Coco. 
He is a member of the Associated Designers of 
Canada. 

Rebecca Miller (Lighting Design) 
is a Lighting Designer and a Stage 
Manager based in Ottawa. Since 
graduating from the National 
Theatre School of Canada in 
Montreal she has worked across the 
country. As a Lighting Designer for 

Magnus Theatre: The Birds and the Bees; It’s A 
Wonderful Life, the Radio Play; The Rocky 
Horror Show; We Will Rock You; Of Human 
Bondage. Selected productions include: 
Stephenville Theatre Festival; God of Carnage, 
Top Girls *Rideau Award for Best Design, Henry 
V *nomination for Rideau Award (Third Wall 
Theatre), the CAPPIES Gala for 11 years, 



National Arts Centre 40th Anniversary Gala, 
various National Arts Centre Orchestra POPS 
concerts. Selected Stage Management credits with 
Co-Productions between the National Arts Centre 
English Theatre and the Citadel Theatre, the 
Vancouver Playhouse and Mirvish Productions. 
 

AnikaBinding(CostumeDesign)is 
an emerging multi-faceted theatre 
artist, born and raised in Winnipeg. 
She studied at the University of 
Winnipeg’s Theatre program, and 
recently graduated with a BA 

Honours in Theatrical Design, with specializations 
in lighting and costume design, stage management, 
and directing.

Recent credits include stage managing Something 
Rotten! for the Manitoba Theatre for Young 
People’s Musical Theatre Company, designing 
costumes for Stupid Fucking Bird and lights for 
From Up Here the University of Winnipeg, and 
apprenticing in lighting and projection design for 
multiple shows with The Royal Manitoba Theatre 
Centre, including among men, The Mountaintop, 
and The Lehman Trilogy.

Upcoming projects she’s excited for include 
costume and lighting design for Miss Shakespeare 
through Winnipeg Studio Theatre, and stage 
management and production design for 40 Below 
by What If Theatre, to be presented in the 
Winnipeg Fringe Festival!



https://www.ckpr.com/


 Gillian Jones (Stage Manager) 
This  is my bio all about how, my 
life got  flipped turned upside 
down and I’d like to take  a 
moment before the show starts 

to tell you how I became involved in the live arts. 
In North Thunder Bay, I was born and raised. On a 
playground is where I spent most of my days. Chillin 
out max and relaxin all cool, but never shootin’ B-ball 
outside of the school.When a couple of folks who 
were up to some good, started a rehearsal in my 
neighbourhood. I worked on one little show and my 
boss was eager to offer me a job here at Magnus 
Theatre. Nice to be back in the theatre again.

Amy Sellors (Assistant Director) is 
proud to have assistant directed Liars 
at a Funeral.  While Amy is more often 
seen on the stage, she began her 
directing career over 10 years ago at 
the Showboat Festival Theatre in Port 

Colborne, ON.  Amy was honoured to have assisted 
legendary Canadian Director/Choreographer Dy 
Nyland Proctor on I’ll Be Back Before Midnight 
and Old Love. Also at Showboat, Amy assistant 
directed The Owl and The Pussycat.  Her favourite 
directing experiences are at the Stephenville 
Theatre Festival in Newfoundland. Amy directed 
the hit family show Tales of Ti-Jean, and the classic 
Canadian musical, Blue Champagne. Being on the 
directing team helps Amy to broaden her skills as 
a theatre professional and for Liars at a Funeral, 
also her flower arranging skills.

 





Tim Walters (Production Assistant) 
didn’t start his journey in theatre 
from a young age, but he did perform 
in a production of Hairspray at St. 
Ignatius Highschool as a handful of 
smaller characters, and in another 

local production of Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat playing the accordion. 
Those productions introduced him to the wild, 
wacky, and hectic world of live theatre. He first 
started working with Magnus Theatre in 2018 on the 
production of Back in ‘59 as a sound tech assistant 
under Jean-Paul De Roover of Blueprints Audio. He 
has done a little bit of everything while working at 
Magnus, building sets, hanging lights, pitching the 
new saddle-span tent, running sound, controlling 
cameras, working backstage, and playing accordion 
on stage. Tim has been involved in several past 
productions at Magnus including: Back in ‘59, 
Rocky Horror Picture Show, A Christmas Carol, 
SHOUT, Home: A Bluegrass Celebration, Man 
of La Mancha, Dock Spider, Hand to God, and 
Mama’s Country Record Collection. Tim is very 
grateful to be continuously called back to work with 
the great community at Magnus Theatre. When 
not working with Magnus he is a private accordion 
teacher, performer, composer, and free-reed 
aerophone instrument repairer.

Nicholas Palinka (Production 
Manager) is the current Production 
Manager at Magnus Theatre and 
would like to thank Dave, Nadia, Lisa 
and Tim for your  hard work throughout  
the season. Nadine, thank you for your 

support - without you I wouldn’t have been able to 
have a career in the arts. If you’ve read this far, 
thanks and enjoy the show!



Tim Stephenson (Technical Director) 
is  a production  award winning 
graduate from the Ontario Institute of 
Audio Recording Technology. In the 
years since graduation he has worked 
as an Audio Technician at the Thunder 

Bay Community Auditorium setting up some of the 
biggest shows to come to Thunder Bay.

Lisa Macchione (Head of Wardrobe) 
is a  passionate devotee  of  the 
performing arts and all things 
adornment. In 1999 she graduated 
from Seneca College’s Fashion Arts 
program and has had the opportunity 

to use her skills in costuming to work onset of local 
films, historical reenactments, as well as her own 
performance art. Researching characters, creating 
one of kind pieces, and the spark of a thrift store 
treasure hunt are what she enjoys most. She is 
thrilled to join the team of creative crew and cast 
at Magnus Theatre.

Nadia Cheechoo (Head of  
Properties) is an Indigenous woman 
from Wikwemikong, Ontario. She is 
back at Magnus Theatre, adding yet 
another position to her repertoire. She 
has had previous props experience 

working in film, but this is her first time in this position 
at Magnus. With carpentry and wardrobe already 
under her belt, she’s ready to continue honing 
old and new skills. Then she plans to carry those 
skills into future shows, theatres, and film projects. 
Magnus Theatre has been a major stepping stone 
in her career as an artist, and she hopes to continue 
to share her skills with them and others.





David A. Brown (Head Carpenter) 
joined Magnus five seasons ago as 
the head carpenter after working as 
the canoe builder /shipwright at Old 
Fort William for 40 years. Canoe 
and boat building were his main jobs 

but Dave wore many hats while at the Fort and 
has been involved in many movie and television 
productions. From an “I- Max” production in the early 
1980’s to many commercials and print productions. 
Appearing in National Geographic and the National 
Enquirer in the same year. He was heavily involved 
in “Haunted Fort” building many props, animatronic 
effects and enjoys lighting things up as a “licensed 
pyrotechnician.” Dave enjoys the new challenges 
at Magnus and is getting used to building square 
and level, he would still like everything to be curved 
like a canoe or boat.











Artists engaged in Magnus Theatre 
productions are members of Canadian 
Actors’ Equity Association,  a national 
association representing artists working in 
theatre, opera and dance from coast-to-
coast-to-coast. Equity’s membership includes 
performers, directors, choreographers, fight 
directors and stage managers.

Magnus Theatre is a proud member of 
the Professional Association of Canadian 
Theatres. PACT is a member-driven 
organization of professional Canadian 
theatres which serves as the collective 
voice of its members for the betterment of 
Canadian professional theatre.

Associated Designers of Canada is a 
national, professional non-profit arts service 
organization dedicated to representing the 
interests of set, costume, lighting, projection 
and sound designers working in the live 
performing arts in Canada.

SOCAN is a performing rights society 
that licenses the public performance and 
communication of the world’s repertoire of 
copyright-protected musical works in Canada 
and then distributes royalties to its members 
and affiliated international societies.

Magnus Theatre is the only professional theatre 
company between Winnipeg and Barrie, Ontario.

O’Neill Associates is proud to 
be a Community Business

Partner with Magnus Theatre.
Congratulations and best 

wishes on its 50 years 
of excellence.



Annual Fund Donations
May 8, 2023 - May 8, 2024

Major Benefactors between 2000.00 
and 1000000.00

Maurice and Jacqueline Black 
Ron and Mary Ann Currie 
Megan Dziuda 
Walter W. Gulka 
Larry Jones 
Kinna Aweya Legal Clinic 

Benefactors between 500.00 and 
1999.99

Anonymous 
Greg and Helen Alexander 
Dan Newton and Sally Colquhoun 
David Legge and Shelley Crawford 
Rosalie and Ken Evans 
Philip Jarvis 
Kim Koivukoski 
Bruce and Eda Leaman 
Dina Morrone 
Guy O’Brien 
Margaret and William Potter 
Teresa Przybylski 
Brian Richmond 
Susan Southcott and Jean Robillard 
Nancy & Glen Rowlinson 
Carol Rusak 
Jim and Sherley-Ann Smith 
Tammy D’Amours 

Patrons between 200.00 and 499.99

Allstate 
Susan Aris 
Barbara-Jean and George Bennett 
Brooke Carfagnini 
Richard Caron 
Karon, Joel and Kayla Charban 
Evelyn and Bruce Creed 
Bill and Georgina Daniels 
Molly Denson 
James DiGiuseppe 
Vicki Dodick 
Mary Louise and Peter Doig 
Lauren Fedoruk 
Olga Gernat 
Trish Glena 
Al Harper 
Anastasia Jacobson 
Richard and Joan Johns 
Shelby Jorgenson 
Mrs. Sylvia Kayzer 
Mr. Larry Kurec 
Lucy Laframboise 
Cathy Ridley and Jim Lees 
Gary and Christina Lofts 
Ed and Beth Long 
Angie Maltese 
Marilyn Marrier-Oborne 
Alan Moon 
Warren Mouck 
Mary Ann Mountain 
Jane and David Mutrie 
Dr. Peter J. Neelands 
Norma A. Otway 
Donna and Glen Paterson 
Jan Pilley 
Wayne Edmunds and Linda Rintamaki 
Ian and Shirley Robson 
Dennis and Susan Siczkar 

Mrs. Monica Smith 
Deirdre Spain 
Judy Speer 
Marie Valley 
Laurence Waring 
Sheila and David White 
Joseph Winterburn 

Supporters between 100.00 and 
199.99

Anonymous 
Jeanne Adams 
Bruce and Bonnie Anderson 
Shanon Arnold 
Jarvis and Marilyn Beyak 
Sylvia Bilec 
Susan Bithrey 
Carol Bruni 
Paul and Margaret Capon 
Don and Judy Caron 
Shelby Ch’ng 
Cindy Figus 
J.S.Harris 
Kathy Harris 
Fan Payant and Chris Higgins 
Cathy Jillings 
Glenna Knutson 
Norman and Marianne Kortes 
Rebecca Lancaster 
Mary Jane Lewandowski 
Frank and Helen MacDiarmid 
Gail Marshall 
Dorothy Martell 
Betty McCormack 
Gloria McKay 
Ms. Sharon McKinnon 
Elaine Niemi 
Donna & Glen Paterson 
Robert Perrier 
Warren and Sheila Peterson 
Marion Poutanen 
Erminie Reid 
Viola Ruzansky 
Sleeping Giant Brewery 
Monica Smith 
Patti Snowden 
Agnes Speight-Pritchard 
Paul Tully 
Gladys Viehbeck 
Walter and Marika Warywoda 
Joanne Waytowich 
Ken and Marilyn Whitney 
Bill and Marlene Zimmer 

Associates between 0.01 and 99.99

Anonymous 
Sean Albanese 
Carmel Bailey 
Monica Baumgartner 
Diane Borejsza 
Ms. Pamela Cain 
Lynda Chandler 
Glenn Coulson 
Deanna Craig 
Marie Currie 
Craig Davis 
Tom and Pam Dawes 
Fiona Duckett 
Meagan Ellis 
Susan and Stephen Follis 
Joyce Fossum 



Jerron Fuchihara 
Laurie Garred 
Derek Scott Hobbs 
Mrs. Sadie P. Johnson 
Trudi Jones 
Michelle Kolobutin 
Vladimir Kruzick 
Ms. Hanna Laaksonen 
Mary Jean Larocque 
Quyen Le 
Elaine Lynch 
Kerry Malone 
Patrick Morash 
Michael and Bruniana Morrow 
Judy Mostow 
Inderjit Nirdosh 
Ingrid Paterson 
Pat Paulson 
Linda and Gord Pauluik 
Marion Petersen 
Pat Piaskowski 
E. Cramm and B. Ratcliff 
David and Erminie Reid 
Elizabeth Shea 
Sandra and Greg Snider 
Corinne Stewart 
Joan Wheeler 

Next Stage & Capitol Campaign

Jeanne Adams 
Sheena Albanese 
Helen & Greg Alexander 
Lana Allen 
Patricia and Stuart Almost 
Barbara Jean and George Bennett 
Danielle R. Chandler 
Nicole Chandler 
Kirsten Chlebovec 
Dan Newton and Sally Colquhoun 
Deanna Craig 
Mario Crudo 
Tammy D’Amours 
Deborah Debakker 
Laura Del Papa 
Silvio Digregorio 
David Else 
Ernie and Trudy Epp 
Joyce Fossum 
Jerron Fuchihara 
Robert Strang and Bernadette Hardaker 
Allison Elizabeth Hill 
Myrna Holman 
Stephen and Noel Jones 
Petra Kapush  
R. Kastern 
Dyan and Rick Kuluski 
Bruce and Eda Leaman 
Jordan Lester in Honour of Susan Lester 
Scott Henderson and Kathleen Lynch 

Linda and Angus MacDonald 
Debbie and Steve McAuley 
Sarah Mendek 
Frank and Sandy Mertz 
M.F. Jones Acoustics 
Shaveh Moores 
David Morris 
Leon Nicol 
Nancy and Graham Post 
Justice Dino Digiuseppe and Joan Powell 
Kaisa Pressenger 
David and Erminie Reid 
Oliver and Brenda Reimer 
Susan Southcott and Jean Robillard 
Ian and Shirley Robson 
David Schaefer 
Councillor Bill Scollie 
Carol and Dave Siciliano 
Jim and Sherley-Ann Smith 
Sandra Snider 
Laura Spiller 
Scott & Janet Verge 
Geraldine White 
Vivian Nancy Wood-Alexander 

Theatre in Education

Pamela Cain 
Danielle Chandler 
Bryan and Anne MacLeod  
North Winds Farm 
Ian and Shirley Robson 

In Memoriam

In Memory of Grace Rapino-Hay
Trudi Jones

In Memory of Elaine Waring
Laurence Waring
David and Erminie Reid
Ulla and Mauri Ahokas
Hanna Mannila
Jo-Anne Iwasa
Lakehead Public Schools
Kathleen Eyjolfson
Kim Koivukoski

In Memory of Patricia Hobbs
Scott, Shannon, & Steven Hobbs

In Memory of Kelly Mehagan
Jerron Fuchichara
Sandra Snider

The Benefits of Sponsorship
Magnus Theatre’s sponsorship benefits package is extensive and 

includes acknowledgement in publicity material, advertising space in 
show programs and tickets.

If you would like to find out more about sponsorships, please email 
Glenn Coulson, Director of Development at 

 glenn.coulson@magnustheatre.com

You Can Donate To Magnus Theatre Anytime
Via Our Website!









MANAGEMENT
Artistic Director – Thom Currie
Executive Director – Alexis Rowlinson

THEATRE IN EDUCATION
Theatre in Education Director – Jordan Blaxill
Theatre in Education Instructors – Jenn McCallion, 
Shannon Vancook

MARKETING & PUBLICITY TEAM
Interim Marketing Director – Julie MacCoy
Publicity & Social Media Coordinator – Julie MacCoy

FUNDRAISING & DEVELOPMENT
Director of Development - Glenn Coulson

PRODUCTION TEAM
Production Manager – Nicholas Palinka
Technical Director – Tim Stephenson
Head Carpenter – David Brown
Head of Properties – Nadia Cheechoo
Head of Wardrobe – Lisa Macchione

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM
Financial Officer – Shaveh Moores
Accounting Clerk - Harneet Kaur 
Interim Administrative Assistant - Madison Steadwell
Box Office Representative – Sandra Snider
Front of House Manager/Volunteer Coordinator – Jerron Fuchihara
Front of House Assistants - Jasmin Fisher, Shaya Meilleur
Bar and Concessions Attendant - Ashley Perry

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President – Nadia La Russa
Vice President – Cathy Ridley
Second Vice President - Scott Hobbs
Past President – Warren Mouck
Treasurer – Meagan Ellis
Secretary - Neil McCartney

DIRECTORS
Greg Alexander
Susan Aris
Gerald Buckrell
Elliott Cromarty
Tammy D ’Amours
Ernie Epp
Trish Glena
Rob Magnusson
Eraj Rehman

Magnus Theatre
Staff & Board
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