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Chase the Ace was originally produced as a tour of outdoor stages in the 
summer of 2021. The show opened in a tent on a golf course in Port Dover, 

Ontario

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly 
prohibited. Approximate run time: 90 mins including

one 15-minute Intermission

By Mark Crawford
Directed by Amy Sellors
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Lighting Design by Rebecca Miller
Set Design by Warden Bémont
 
Stage Manager | Gillian Jones

Production Manager | Rebecca Miller 
Lead Technician | Tim Stephenson
Head of Wardrobe | Lisa Macchione
Head Carpenter | David A Brown
Head of Props | Nadia Cheechoo
Production Assistant | Tim Walters



 
Mark Crawford 
(Playwright) The Hamilton 
Spectator has praised 
Mark Crawford's work or 
blending hilarious comedy 
with compelling dramatic 
undertones. As one of 
Canada's most celebrated 
playwrights, Mark's 
productions have been staged throughout Canada 
and internationally, including in the United States, 
United Kingdom, Poland, Australia, and New 
Zealand. His plays include Stag and Doe, Bed and 
Breakfast, The Birds and the Bees, Boys, Girls, and 
Other Mythological Creatures, The New Canadian 
Curling Club, Chase the Ace, The Gig, and The 
Golden Anniversaries. His latest work, Ruby and the 
Reindeer, is set to debut in December 2025. Mark 
has received nominations for the Playwrights Guild of 
Canada Comedy Award and the Stephen Leacock 
Medal for Humour, and Scirocco Drama publishes 
his plays. Beyond writing, Mark has built an extensive 
acting career, performing on stages nationwide. He 
trained in theatre at the University of Toronto and 
Sheridan College, and currently resides in Stratford 
with his partner Paul.

ABOUT THE SHOW

FOR THE COMFORT OF
 THE ARTISTS AND AUDIENCE, 

DONT FORGET TO 
SILENCE YOUR PHONE / DEVICES



We’re in it together

At Tbaytel, we believe the arts enhance 
quality of life and are a key part of 
building more vibrant communities.

Supporting Magnus Theatre is our way 
of helping to make our neighbourhood 
a better place for everyone.

https://www.tbaytel.net/


AMY SELLORS 
(Director) Every 
opportunity to tell 
stories is important and 
rewarding, and so Amy 
is excited to direct Chase 
the Ace. Most recently, 
Amy was the Co-Director 
of Womenof the Fur Trade 
and Associate Director for Magnus Theatre’s 
hit production of Liars at a Funeral. 

While Amy is more often seen on the 
stage, she began her directing career over 
10 years ago at the Showboat Festival 
Theatre in Port Colborne, ON, working 
with legendary Canadian Director/
Choreographer Dy Nyland Proctor on I’ll 
Be Back Before Midnight and Old Love as 
well as assistant directing The Owl and The 
Pussycat. 

She stepped into the director’s chair 
at the Stephenville Theatre Festival in 
Newfoundland, directing the hit family show 
Tales of Ti-Jean, and the classic Canadian 
musical revue, Blue Champagne. 

Amy has performed on stages across 
Canada for over 25 years, and so 
Magnus audiences will remember her 
as the wisecracking mom ‘Emily’ in Elf – 
The Musical, the grieving and somewhat 
unhinged mom ‘Margery’ in Hand to God, 
‘Aldonza/Dulcinea’ in Man of La Mancha, 
‘Linda’ in Smarty Pants, and ‘Patsy Cline’ in 
A Closer Walk with Patsy Cline. 

Amy is grateful to have the opportunity to 
work on this show with this amazing team. 
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FEATURING, THOM CURRIE
Thom Currie is an award-winning 
director, playwright, dramaturg, actor 
and producer. Thom has worked 
in theatres across Canada such as 
Victoria Playhouse Petrolia, Sudbury 
Theatre Centre, Royal Manitoba 
Theatre Centre, Stage West (Calgary 
and Mississauga), Theatre In The 
Park, Georgian Theatre Festival, 
Showboat Festival Theatre In The 

Round and Magnus Theatre, among many others. His work has 
also been seen internationally, having directed and performed in 
cities such as Paris, London, Amsterdam, Frankfurt and Brussels. His 
directing and dramaturgy credits include over 100 productions, in 
addition to over 50 productions for young audiences.  

As an actor, some of Thom’s favourite roles have included 
appearances in productions of The Foursome, Perfect Wedding, 
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, Come Blow Your Horn, The Glass 
Menagerie, Lawrence And Holloman, Storm Warning and The 
Love List. Thom last appeared onstage at Magnus Theatre in Jacob 
Marley’s Christmas Carol in 2022. 
 
Thom has served as Artistic Director at several professional 
theatres across Canada. He is currently Artistic Director of Magnus 
Theatre in Thunder Bay, ON, the only professional theatre between 
Barrie and Winnipeg. Previous to this, Thom was Artistic Director of 
the Stephenville Theatre Festival (NL), Managing Artistic Director 
at The Showboat Festival Theatre In The Round (ON), Artistic 
Director of The Georgian Theatre Festival (ON) and Founding 
Artistic Director of ReallyLittleTheatre (INTL).

In addition to writing the jukebox musicals Back In 59, Mama’s 
Country Record Collection and POP! Goes The Sixties, Thom 
has written 15 musicals for young audiences, which have been 
performed across North America and Europe. His rock opera for 
young audiences, Rock ‘N’ Fables, has the distinction of having the 
most in-school performances of any musical in Canadian Theatre 
history. Thom is the recipient of the Vision TV Over The Fence 
Award for his television adaptation of his play, The Wish.
 
Thom has also lectured at University of Toronto, Seneca College 
and Toronto Metropolitan University (formerly Ryerson University), 
and has worked as an adjudicator, educator and workshop 
leader across Canada.



https://www.ckpr.com/


REBECCA MILLER (Production 
Manager & Lighting Designer) 
Rebecca has worked across the 
country over the past 33 years 
with the National Arts Centre 
English Theatre, Citadel Theatre 
Edmonton, Shaw Festival 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Stratford 
Festival, Mirvish Productions, 
and Great Canadian Theatre 
Company Ottawa. Her productions with Magnus 
Theatre include Of Human Bondage, We Will Rock You, 
and Elf the Musical. 

At Third Wall Theatre Ottawa, she designed "Top 
Girls" (Best Design LX Rideau Awards) and "Henry 
V" (nominated Best LX Design Rideau Awards). Her 
teaching credits include Grenfell Campus at Memorial 
University of Newfoundland, University of Toronto, 
National Theatre School of Canada, and University of 
Lethbridge.
 

WARDEN BÉMONT (Scenic 
Design) Warden has been 
designing sets, costumes, lights 
and sound in theatres across 
Canada since 1991.  In addition 
to multiple designs for Magnus 
(including The Rocky Horror 
Show, Only Drunks & Children 
Tell The Truth, Meet My Sister), 
some of Ward’s favourite designs 

include production design on Peter Pan, A Bench In 
The Sun (Georgian Theatre), set design A Closer Walk 
With Patsy Cline and Blue Champagne (Stephenville 
Theatre Festival), Last of the Red Hot Lovers, Back In 59, 
Mama’s Country Record Collection (Showboat Festival) 
and Urinetown (Theatre Aurora). Warden lives in 
Owen Sound and does his best to speak only in French 
at home. He is very happy to work with Thom and 
Magnus Theatre again.  Warden feels they have come 
a long way since Kleines verlorenes Kaninchen and El 
espantapájaros sentimental in the early 90s.   





GILLIAN JONES 
(Stage Manager) This 
is my bio all about 
how, my life got 
flipped turned upside 
down and I’d like to 
take a moment before 
the show starts to tell 
you how I became 
involved in the live arts. In North Thunder Bay, I 
was born and raised. On a playground is where 
I spent most of my days. Chillin out max and 
relaxin all cool, but never shootin’ B-ball outside 
of the school. When a couple of folks who were 
up to some good, started a rehearsal in my 
neighbourhood. I worked on one little show and 
my boss was eager to offer me a job here at 
Magnus Theatre. 

DAVID A. BROWN (Set 
Design & Head Carpenter) 
Joined Magnus in 2019 
as the Head Carpenter 
after working as the canoe 
builder/shipwright at Old 
Fort William for 40 years. 
dave wore many hats 
while at the Fort, building 
canoes and boats. He has 

been involved in many movie and television 
productions, from an IMAX production in the 
early 1980’s to many commercials and print 
productions, appearing in National Geographic 
and the National Enquirer in the same year. 
He was heavily involved in "The Haunted Fort” 
building props, animatronic effects and lighting 
as a licensed pyrotechnician. Dave is getting 
used to building square and level; he would 
still like everything to be curved like a canoe or 
boat. 



TIM STEPHENSON (Lead 
Technician) is a production award 
winning graduate from the Ontario 
Institute of Audio Recording 
Technology. In the years since 
graduation, he has worked as an 
Audio Technician at the Thunder 
Bay Community Auditorium setting 
up some of the biggest shows to 
come to Thunder Bay.  

LISA MACCHIONE (Head of 
Wardrobe) is a passionate de-
votee of the performing arts and 
all things adornment. In 1999 she 
graduated from Seneca College’s 
Fashion Arts program and has had 
the opportunity to use her skills in 
costuming to work onset of local 
films, historical reenactments, as 
well as her own performance art. 

Researching characters, creating one of kind pieces, and the 
spark of a thrift store treasure hunt are what she enjoys most. 
She is thrilled to be a part of the team at Magnus Theatre.  

NADIA CHEECHOO (Head 
of Properties/Set Painting) is an 
Indigenous woman from Wik-
wemikong, Ontario. She is back at 
Magnus Theatre, adding yet an-
other position to her repertoire. She 
has had previous props experi-
ence working in film, but this is her 
first time in this position at Mag-
nus. With carpentry and wardrobe 
already under her belt, she’s ready to continue honing old 
and new skills. Then she plans to carry those skills into future 
shows, theatres, and film projects. Magnus Theatre has been 
a major stepping stone in her career as an artist, and she 
hopes to continue to share her skills with them and others.  



Artists engaged in Magnus Theatre 
productions are members of Canadian 
Actors’ Equity Association,  a national 
association representing artists working 
in theatre, opera and dance from coast-
to-coast-to-coast. Equity’s membership 
includes performers, directors, 
choreographers, fight directors and stage 
managers.

Magnus Theatre is a proud member of 
the Professional Association of Canadian 
Theatres. PACT is a member-driven 
organization of professional Canadian 
theatres which serves as the collective 
voice of its members for the betterment 
of Canadian professional theatre.

Associated Designers of Canada is 
a national, professional non-profit 
arts service organization dedicated 
to representing the interests of set, 
costume, lighting, projection and sound 
designers working in the live performing 
arts in Canada.

SOCAN is a performing rights society 
that licenses the public performance and 
communication of the world’s repertoire 
of copyright-protected musical works in 
Canada and then distributes royalties to 
its members and affiliated international 
societies.

Magnus Theatre engages stagehands and 
craftspeople who are members of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, Moving Picture Technicians, 
Artists and Allied Crafts of the United 
States, Its Territories and Canada (IATSE), 
Local 467.

Magnus Theatre is the only professional theatre 
company between Winnipeg and Barrie, Ontario.



Next up at Magnus:

EVERY CHRISTMAS 
STORY EVER TOLD
(and then some!)

Magnus Theatre 
Mainstage

December 4th - 20th, 2025

Tickets Now On Sale



Benefactors between 
$500.00 & $1,999.99

Bruce & Eda Leaman
Colliers Project Leaders

Ernie Epp
Georgina & Bill Daniels
Jim & Sherley-Ann Smith

Kim Koivukoski
Larry Kurec

Estate of Marie Emeline Landry 
Nancy & Glen Rowlinson

Philip Jarvis
Rosalie & Ken Evans

Shelby Ch'ng
Susan Southcott & Jean Robillard 

Patrons between 
$200.00 & $499.99

Alan Moon Pottery
Allison Hill

Brian Walmark
Brooke Carfagnini

Ed & Beth Long
Glenn Coulson

Ken Whitney & Marilyn Whitney
Meagan Ellis

Margaret Wanlin & Bruce Hyer
Richard & Joan Johns

Sylvia Kayzer
 

Supporters between 
$100.00 & $199.99

Allstate
Angie Maltese & Philippe Hamel

Angela Towedo
Arnie Nurmi
Carol Rusak
Cindy Figus

Deirdre Spain
Gary & Christina Lofts

Gerald Buckrel
Jan Pilley

Jeannette & Richard Eras
Joyce Baxter
Laura Spiller

Marilyn R Marrier-Oborne
Mary Ann Mountain

Norma and Lorne Otway
Paula Ede

Dr. Peter J. Neelands
Sean Albanese

Trish Glena
Trudi Jones

Associates between 
$1.00 & $99.99

Aynsley Klassen
Barb Walberg

Brenda Seabrook
Brooke Pilley

Carolyn Cameron
Cathy Jillings

Cathy Ridley & Jim Lees
Chengning Li

Choco
Chuck Brown

David A.
David Ford

Deanna Craig
Debra Gold

Diane Borejsza
Donald MacDonald

Ellen Cramm
Elizabeth Shea

Emily Biloski
Griff

Ina Chomyshyn
Jennifer Barrow
Jerron Fuchihara

Jocelyn Claybourne
Johnny Barnstorf

Joyce Fossum
Julia Latoski

K. Busch
Leslie Maggrah

Lois Fenton
Mark Maronese
Marion Petersen

Mike Fabius
Onesime

Pat Piaskowski
Patti Snowden

Pauline Mascarin
Pam Burton

Peter & Diane Boyle in honour of Dr. Peter 
Neelands

Peter Globensky & Bev Sabourin
Rhonda & Aaron Skillen

Richard & Mary Jane Lewandowski
Rikki & Trye Hardison

Roddy Larocque
Suzanne Hanlon

Teri Nelson
Thomas Trist
Yeticouture

Annual Donations
November 1, 2025 - November 30, 2025





Memorial Ave Home Hardware

Nancy and Glen Rowlinson
(in honour of Irene Davenport's Birthday)

Neil McCartney & Atwood Labine LLP 
Law Office

Oak Medical Arts

Pamela Cain
(In honour of John Rafferty)

Peter Nicholas

Rajni Agarwal

Reg Jones 
(In honour of Marianne Jones)

Robert E Perrier

Roberta Kastern

Robyn Despins 
(In honour of Heather Gray)

Ryleigh Dupuis

Sandra & Greg Snider

Sarah Campbell 
(in honour of CB Campbell)

Scott McCormack 
(In honour of Lou Woit)

Sharon McKinnon 
(In honour of Tom & Mary McKinnon)

Shelby Ch'Ng

Shelley Crawford/Legge Crawford 
Fund

Shelley Crawford & David Legge

Signature Financial

Stephen & Noel Jones

Tammy D’Amours - AllState

Tammy D’Amours - AllState
(in honour of Tammy's Troupe)

Tbaytel

TBXI Xerox

Trudi Jones 

Allison Elizabeth Hill

Alyssa Biloski 
(In honour of Tammy D'Amours)

Barbara Saxberg
(In honour of Audrey Maycock Saxberg)

Brian Walmark
(In honour of Maija Walmark & Louise 

Wuorinen)

Brickhost

Caroline Johnstone 
(In honour of Tom & Mary McKinnon)

Cathy Ridley & Jim Lees

Chantal St Jacques Shanks 
(In honour of Gregg Shanks) 

Chartwell Select Thunder Bay

Dave & Shirley Dunk

Debbie & Steve McAuley

Debbie & Steve McAuley 
(In honour of Gary Soltys & Lillian Soltys)

Ernie Epp
(In honour of Trudy Epp)

Fan Payant & Chris Higgins

FormStudio Architects Inc.

Glenn Coulson & Associates
Fundraising Inc. 

(In honour of George Coulson & Peter 
White)

Helen & Greg Alexander

John Raymond Condon

Ken Boshcoff Foundation

Kim Koivukoski

Kirsten Chlebovec 
(In honour of John Chlebovec)

Larry Jones 

Liz McKinnon 
(In honour of Tom & Mary McKinnon)

McCartney-Addison Family

Next Stage Capital Campaign
Supporters



Bruce Achneepineskum
Bryan and Anne MacLeod

Danielle Chandler
Janet Paterson
Marion Biloski
Miss Avery Lee

North Winds Farm

In Memory of Alycia Novak
Delores Burella

Minna and Peter Novak
Santina Giardino

Steve Wright

In Memory of Burton Lancaster
Rebecca Lancaster

In Memory of Carla LaBelle
Sharon McKinnon 

In Memory of Shirley Robson
Alana Rechlin

Barry and Erlinda Lahteenmaa
Bill Grant

Carol A. Ledoux
Diane Skinner

Diane van Wagoner
Donna Vantaa
Gerry Bondy
Herbert Kraus

Louis and Yvette Bondy
Marguerite and Dave Morellato

Rosanna and Livio Dimatteo
Susan Prince

Thunder Bay Police Youth Corps 

In Memory of Sierra Hoppe
Jenna Hoppe

IN MEMORIUM
Theatre in Education

Supporters

EAT
SHOP
PLAY 
STAY

@tbaywaterfront

 

Would you like to support 
Magnus Theatre?  

  
Magnus Theatre is the only professional theatre in northern Ontario, an important 
part of the cultural life and economy of Thunder Bay and region, and a wonderful 
way to spend an evening or afternoon.We work very hard to keep our prgrams 

affordable and accessible to our entire community, maintaining some of the lowest 
ticket prices for professional theatre in Canada. As such we rely on 

donations and the generous support of our patrons and sponsors to maintain our 
programming. We hope you will consider a gift to Magnus Theatre, heloing to fuel 
professioanl arts in the North. Your gifts supports artists, school tours, productions, 

and community access across Northwestern Ontario.

Make a Charitable Donation
Fuel bold theatre and outreach programming with a gift that works for you.

Become a Member
Membership connects you to the creative heart of Magnus.

Take a Seat – Leave a Legacy
Name a seat in the Mainstage or Studio Theatre and become part of Magnus history.

For more information, please contact: 
Director of Development, Glenn Coulson at glenn.coulson@magnustheatre.com

mailto:glenn.coulson%40magnustheatre.com?subject=Donation%20to%20Magnus%20Theatre


Thank you, Thunder Bay!



Thank you, for 
providing funding 

support!

For more information, please contact: 
Director of Development, Glenn Coulson at glenn.coulson@magnustheatre.com

mailto:glenn.coulson%40magnustheatre.com?subject=Donation%20to%20Magnus%20Theatre


MANAGEMENT
Artistic Director | Thom Currie
Executive Director | Alexis Rowlinson

THEATRE IN EDUCATION
Theatre in Education Director | Jordan Blaxill
Theatre in Education Instructors | Jenn McCallion, Hailey Hull

MARKETING & PUBLICITY TEAM
Marketing & Publicity Coordinator | Robyn Saxberg
Social Media Coordinator | Sociable Solutions

FUNDRAISING & DEVELOPMENT
Director of Development | Glenn Coulson

PRODUCTION TEAM
Interim Production Manager | Rebecca Miller
Lead Technician | Tim Stephenson 
Head Carpenter | David Brown
Head of Properties |Nadia Cheechoo 
Head of Wardrobe | Lisa Macchione

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM
Financial Officer | Nadia Kukkee
Box Office/Office Administrator | Jessica Krasnichuk
Box Office Representative | Sandra Snider
Patrons Services Manager | Kait Blake
Front of House Assistants | Martina Vaillant, Shaya Meilleur,
Kaitlyn Harris
Bar and Concessions Manager | Jodi Mason
Facilities Caretaker | Alex Campbell-Belandiuk

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President | Nadia La Russa
Vice President | Cathy Ridley
Second Vice President | Scott Hobbs
Treasurer, | Meagan Ellis
Secretary | Neil McCartney

Director | Greg Alexander
Director | Susan Aris
Director | Elliott Cromarty
Director | Tammy D ’Amours
Director | Ernie Epp
Director | Trish Glena
Director | Rob Magnusson

Magnus Theatre
Staff & Board




