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NIIZH
A Romantic Comedy By Joelle Peters

It’s summertime on the rez. Lenna, the youngest of the Little family,
is preparing to leave home for her first year of college, with little

enthusiasm or help from her stubborn father and reckless brother.
Amidst lingering doubts about departing the family flock, Lenna
collides into a meet-cute with the charming and awkward Sam

Thomas, who is returning to the reserve after many years away. With
the promise of a romance budding between them, Lenna is caught

in a whirlwind of uncertainty, wondering if she’s ready to bid
farewell just as she's about to take flight. A true romantic comedy,

Niizh is a refreshing coming-of-age romcom about two young
lovebirds leaving the nest.

The cast of Niizh
Magnus Theatre Mainstage, November 12-28, 2026
In this photo (L to R): John Seymour, Jaeli Rae, Richard Comeau, Grayson Bird, James Dallas
Smith, and Nicole Joy-Fraser

ABOUT THE SHOW

Joelle Peters

Joelle Peters is an award-winning
Indigenous (Anishinaabe) actor and
playwright working in theatre,
television, and film. She is the current
Artistic Director of Native Earth
Performing Arts. Her plays include
Niizh, Frozen River (co-written with
Michaela Washburn and Carrie
Costello), and do you remember?
Joelle has performed at theatres and
festivals across the country,
including the Stratford Festival,
SummerWorks, Thousand

Islands Playhouse, Western Canada Theatre, and more.
She appears in the hit TV show Shoresy (Crave/Hulu), the film In Her
City (Raven West Films Ltd.), and Web of Lies (Discovery+). Joelle has
also narrated multiple audiobooks for Penguin Random House Canada.
In 2020, she was selected as the playwriting protégé for the
Siminovitch Prize by laureate Tara Beagan. In 2021, Frozen River
received the Sharon Enkin Plays for Young People Award at the annual
Tom Hendry Awards. In 2023, the premiere production of Niizh was
nominated for four Dora Mavor Moore Awards.
Keep up with Joelle at joellepeters.ca.

(Playwright)

http://joellepeters.ca/




THE COMPANY 
Jaeli Rae

Grayson Bird

(Lenna Little)

(Sam Thomas)

Jaeli Rae is an actress from Onion
Lake Cree Nation, SK. Passionate
about acting, dance, music, and the
arts from a young age, she pursued
her craft despite limited resources
and the responsibilities of a large
family. Following the COVID
pandemic, Jaeli committed to
transforming childhood dreams
into lifelong goals, relocating to
Toronto for professional training as
she is now a Centre for indigenous 

theatre Graduate. Through perseverance, self-discovery, and artistic
growth, she continues to develop as a disciplined, dedicated
professional artist, actress, and dancer

My name is Grayson Bird, and I am 2-
Spirit actor born and raised in
Selkirk, Manitoba. I have been a
professional actor in film for the past
2 years; most notably in TV series
Acting Good, Mayflower, and the
feature film Neechies. But I made my
theatre debut just this past summer
of 2026 in Sandra Laronde's She
Holds up the Stars! I am very excited
to be portraying Sam in Niizh, and
hope to bring a joyful and comedic
energy to the stage!

James Dallas Smith
(Billy Little / Voice of radio /
Sound Designer)

James Dallas Smith is an actor,
musician, writer & storyteller with
Oshweken Mohawk (Turtle Clan) &
Scottish heritage from the Six
Nations of the Grand river reserve.
He was born in Brantford, Ontario,
raised on beautiful Lake Huron in
Port Elgin, Ontario and now lives in
Toronto with his wife, beloved kitten
and small, dictatorial child.
He has been performing on stages
and screens across Turtle Island for
almost thirty years Favourite theatre 



John Seymour
(Jay Little)

credits include: Almighty Voice & His Wife (Dora nomination for
Outstanding Performance), Where the Blood Mixes, King Lear, Our
Town, The Time of Your Life, Three Sisters (Soulpepper), In the Shadow
Beyond the Pines MT C), The Secret to Good Tea (MTC/NAC/Grand),
Hamlet (No More) (Canadian Stage , The Donnelly's Trilogy, Sir John A:
Acts of a Gentrified Ojibwe Rebellion, Ipperwash, Cottagers & Indians, A
Quiet in the Land, Powers & Gloria, The Berlin Blues (Blyth), Wicked Nix
(YPT), Hard Times for These Times (NAC), and Proof, The Drawer Boy
(Centaur).

John Seymour is an Anishinaabe
actor, filmmaker, and writer from
Winnipeg, Manitoba, and a member
of Peguis First Nation. As a performer,
his screen credits include Acting
Good, Aberdeen, Heartland
Homicide, and Sunshine Slayings.
John is also a writer-director whose
work centres contemporary
Indigenous stories, with a particular
interest in Urban Indigenous life,
identity, family, humour, and
connection. His short film Stay Awhile 

Nicole Joy-Fraser
(KC / Bird / Voice of Siri)

Nicole Joy-Fraser is an award-winning,
multidisciplinary artist with mixed
Settler and Indigenous bloodlines from
Horse Lake First Nation, AB. They are
thrilled to be back at Magnus Theatre
after their portrayal of “Denise
Winters” in Keith Barker’s “The Hours
That Remain” drew attention to the
continuing calls to action for MMIW2S.
For over 25 years they have been
storytelling for stage and screen,
across Turtle Island and beyond, and
they are also a regular facilitator of 

has screened at festivals across Canada and the United States, and his
experimental work continues to explore new approaches to storytelling
and performance. A graduate Of the National Screen Institute's CBC
New Indigenous Voices program, John works across film, television, and
the arts in Winnipeg. He is excited to be joining the company Of Niizh
and to return to live performance.

Community Arts, invited Cultural Carrier and Oshkabewis or “Helper to
the Elder”. As a proud Bear clan matriarch, 60’s scoop witness and 2Spirit
Helper, supporting each other through healing and the Indigenous arts
continues to be a passion of theirs. They have worked with many
celebrated companies such as the National Arts Centre, Stratford
Festival, Shaw, Mirvish, Soulpepper, Tarragon, CBC, CBS, BBC and
Telefilm. Nicole has recently been developing their own original
storytelling in the Onguiaahra region where they reside with their son and
are an emerging director, playwright and dramaturge. 







BEHIND THE SCENES
Richard Comeau
(Director)

Richard is an actor and a Certified Fight
Director with Fight Directors Canada.
He made his directorial debut at
Magnus Theatre last year when he co
directed Women of the Fur Trade with
Amy Sellors. Richard is thrilled to return
to Magnus, having performed in Fur
Trade and Liars at a Funeral, and fight
directed On Thin Ice. He fight directed
the world premiere of Niizh at Native
Earth and is incredibly honoured to
have the opportunity to now help tell 

this story from a different vantage point. It feels like a full circle moment
for him. To be working with such an incredible cast, crew and design
team is a dream. Richard has performed at the Stratford Festival,
Canadian Stage, Centre for Indigenous Theatre, YES Theatre, the Blyth
Festival, and more. He's choreographed the violence for such theatres as
the Shaw Festival, Soulpepper, Pleaides Theatre, Canadian Stage, Native
Earth, etc. This one’s for the best storytellers I've ever known and the
reason I've become one myself. My Mom & Dad. Wela'lin

Jo Pagnan
(Set Designer)

Jo Pagnan is an award winning, multi-
hyphenated artist joining from the
Thousand Islands. Their work is
concerned with environmentalism,
queerness and education. Working
mostly in design and direction, they
are a professor of scenography at
Queen’s University. A board member
of the Arts Council of Kingston,
committee member of the ADC Green
Alliance, and member of the planning
committee for the 2027 Canadian
Exhibition for the Prague Quadrennial! 

A lover of nature, board games, ttrpgs, and telling a good story, Jo
launched Living Edge, a theatre company daring the point between here
and there. He most recently created and directed (Saint) Joan, a new
edition of the George Bernard Shaw play starring seven of Canada’s top
intersectional artists. Past Magnus credits include: The Jungle Book, A
Christmas Carol, We Will Rock You, Shout!, Jacob Marley’s A Christmas
Carol, and Tell Me on a Sunday. Past notable works include: Once and
Mary’s Wedding (Thousand Islands Playhouse), She’s Not Special
(Tarragon Theatre), What She Burned (New Zealand with Talk is Free
Theatre). Upcoming projects to look forward to: 9 to 5 and Stag and Doe
(Thousand Islands Playhouse), the Eastern Canadian premier of Hairspray
(Highland Arts Theater), and SPOILERS. Can’t give it all away. Check out
livingedge.ca for more. Thank you to the incredible team at Magnus, it
feels great to be back. As always, my unyielding love to Jeff and my
coyote Aspen. 



Artists engaged in Magnus 
Theatre productions are
members of Canadian Actors’
Equity Association, a national
association representing artists
working in theatre, opera and
dance from coast-to-coast-to-
coast. Equity’s membership
includes performers, directors,
choreographers, fight directors
and stage managers.

Magnus Theatre is a proud
member of the Professional
Association of Canadian
Theatres. PACT is a member-
driven organization of
professional Canadian theatres
which serves as the collective
voice of its members for the
betterment of Canadian
professional theatre.

Associated Designers of Canada
is a national, professional non-
profit arts service organization
dedicated to representing the
interests of set, costume,
lighting, projection and sound
designers working in the live
performing arts in Canada.

SOCAN is a performing rights
society that licenses the public
performance and communication
of the world’s repertoire of
copyright- protected musical
works in Canada and then
distributes royalties to its
members and affiliated
international societies.

Magnus Theatre engages
stagehands and craftspeople
who are members of the
International Alliance of
Theatrical Stage Employees,
Moving Picture Technicians,
Artists and Allied Crafts of the
United States, Its Territories and
Canada (IATSE), Local 467.

The Only Professional Theatre Company
Between Winnipeg and Barrie



Show Sponsors  

Theatre in Education Sponsors

Season Lead Sponsors  



Jeff Chief
(Costume Designer)

Jeff Chief (he/him) is Plains Cree
from Onion Lake First Nation on
Treaty 6 territory in Saskatchewan.
He currently makes his home in
Saskatoon. Jeff’s recent costume
design credits include: Women of the
Fur Trade (Belfry Theatre), Murder on
the Orient Express (Theatre
NorthWest), The Watch List (25th
Street Theatre), Awowakii, Honour
Beat (Theatre Calgary), Women of
the Fur Trade (Magnus Theatre), Pow
wow,  Leave it to Weavers (GTNT), 

Women of the Fur Trade, Café Daughter, Sir John A: Acts of a Gentrified
Ojibway Rebellion (Globe Theatre), The Diviners, Women of the Fur
Trade (Stratford Festival), King Lear (GTNT/La Troupe du Jour), The
Fiancée (Persephone Theatre), Iago Speaks (Shakespeare on the
Saskatchewan), The Rez Sisters (Royal MTC), Gabriel Dumont’s Wild
West Show (National Arts Centre), Flush, Life After Hockey (La Troupe
du Jour), Yaga, Ministry of Grace (Belfry Theatre), Hedda Noir, Dreary
and Izzy (Theatre NorthWest).

Anika Binding
(Lighting Designer)

Anika Binding is a multidisciplinary
theatre artist born and raised in
Winnipeg, working primarily in
Lighting and Costume design. She
would like to thank her mentors,
family, friends, and partner for their
endless support.
Lighting Design: Glory (PTE); The
Undeniable Accusations of Red
Cadmium Light (PTE); Holland (RMTC
& TPM); CROQUIS (WCD); Prophecy
(TPM); Women of the Fur Trade 
(Magnus); Afterlight (The Keep).

Assistant: Little women (RMTC); The recipe (RMTC & TPM); among men
(RMTC & TPM).
Costume Design: Gaslight (Capitol Theatre); Next To Normal (WST); The
Perfect Man (WST & Gargoyle Players), Every Christmas Story Ever Told
(Magnus); Waiting for Godot (SIR); Macbeth (SIR); Liars at a Funeral
(Magnus).
Associate Set & costume: Serving Elizabeth (PTE)

Are you connectd with us on Social media?

@MagnusTheatre @MagnusTheatre www.magnustheatre.com

https://www.facebook.com/MagnusTheatre/
https://www.instagram.com/magnustheatre/
https://magnustheatre.com/?utm_source=ig&utm_medium=social&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAcGRvZgJzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA85MzY2MTk3NDMzOTI0NTkAAacdVpBBLynSFujeQpnQSiWbGzdxRKc2_DGe2vvR1BOEgO1HhKGPVH046kIXrQ_aem_Br37o2PwEPqpjm1MKp0Yzw




Gillian Jones
(Stage Manager)

This is my bio all about how, my life
got flipped turned upside down and
l'd like to take a moment before the
show starts to tell you how I became
involved in the live arts. In North
Thunder Bay, I was born and raised.
On a playground is where I spent
most of my days. Chillin out max and
relaxin all cool, but never shootin' B-
ball outside of the school. When a
couple of folks who were up to some
good, started a rehearsal in my
neighbourhood offering me a job at
Magnus Theatre.

David A. Brown
(Head Carpenter)

David joined Magnus in 2019 as the
Head Carpenter after working as the
canoe builder/shipwright at Old Fort
William for 40 years.
Dave wore many hats while at the Fort,
building canoes and boats. He has
been involved in many movie and
television productions, from an IMAX
production in the early 1980's to many
commercials and print productions,
appearing in National. 
Enquirer in the same year. He was
heavily involved in "The Haunted Fort" 

building props, animatronic effects and lighting as a licensed
pyrotechnician. Dave is getting used to building square and level; he
would still like everything to be curved like a canoe or boat.

Lisa Macchione
(Head of Wardrobe)

Lisa is a passionate devotee of the
performing arts and all things
adornment. In 1999 she graduated
from Seneca College's Fashion Arts
program and has had the opportunity
to use her skills in costuming to work
onset of local films, historical
reenactments, as well as her own
performance art. Researching
characters, creating one-of-a-kind
pieces, and the spark of a thrift store
treasure hunt are what she enjoys
most. She is thrilled

to be a part of the team at Magnus Theatre.





SUBSCRIPTIONS

Nadia Cheechoo 
(Head of Props)

Nadia Cheechoo is an Indigenous
woman from Wik-wemikong, Ontario.
She is back at Magnus Theatre,
adding yet another position to her
repertoire. She has had previous
props experience working in film, but
this is her first time in this position at
Magnus. With carpentry and
wardrobe already under her belt,
she's ready to continue honing old
and new skills. Then she plans to
carry those skills into future shows,
theatres, and film projects.Magnus 

Sarah Furlotte
(Interim Production Coordinator)

Thunder Bay-based artist and
production professional, Sarah
Furlotte holds an Honours Bachelor of
Fine Arts and brings nearly two
decades of experience in theatre and
film to the team. Furlotte returned to
the Magnus Theatre production team
after a 16 year Hiatus where she served
as Props Coordinator and Set Painter.
As a practicing visual artist for many
years, Furlotte has developed A
reputation for her skills as a fabricator
and designer her early career included 

Theatre has been a major stepping stone in her career as an artist, and
she hopes to continue to share her skills with them and others.

an apprenticeship in Theatre set design At the Arts Club Theatre which
laid the foundation for a transition into production design for film.
In the film industry, Furlotte has taken on diverse roles including
wardrobe, Artistic Director and a Position as the Production Design
teacher for the film program at Confederation College. Her
multidisciplinary experience allows her to approach each project with
versatility, creativity, and a deep understanding of visual narrative.

Learn More at Magnustheatre.com

FLEXI-PASSES
Get first access to the best
seats at the best prices!

https://magnustheatre.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawVfBb9leHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAWJyaWQRMUhkOXdzYXVIdGp3dFJCOEFzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEfd3dlQTqVrerA_89nQPaWqPtJZxfa1eHQ5Yl30Qqi6LnlhcbGd_AgJRZcezU_aem_mQYTexbMB38YG8m-wFdvZg


Alex Pilon
(Scenic Painter)

Alex Pilon grew up in Quebec and
spent over a decade in British
Columbia, where he built a dynamic
career in the arts. With a background
in Fine Arts and training in hair design
from Nelson, BC, he brings a unique
blend of technical skill and creative
flair to his work.
He joined the Magnus Theatre team
in March as a scenic painter, where
he is excited to help bring stories to
life through bold and imaginative
environments. Throughout his

career, he has remained deeply involved in theatre, both onstage
and behind the scenes.
While living in BC, he contributed to a variety of productions, including a
street puppet show celebrating Canada's 150th anniversary, where he
worked as both painter and director. No matter the role, he is always
driven by a love of storytelling and visual expression.

Featured Artist (located in the lounge) 

Brenda Hurley
Artworks

View Collection

brenda.tbay@gmail.com

1-807-633-1911

brendahurleyart.com

@brendahurleyartist

https://www.brendahurleyart.com/collections/203540
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UP NEXT!

A Christmas Carol Comedy
A Festive Comedy by Katie Leamen

An irreverent love note to Charles Dickens’ classic tale, A
Christmas Carol Comedy mixes shades of Monty Python with

the Ghosts of Past, Present and future in a two-hander
comedy that is perfect for anyone aged 5 to 95 looking for

some festive fun! Since its’ debut in 2018, this Canadian show
has been produced across Canada and the US.

Magnus Studio Theatre Series on The
Schoolhouse Stage

December 10-20, 2026 

For accessible seating, please call the Box Office (807) 345-5552
Box Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 12pm-3pm 

Get your tickets,
HERE!

https://purchase.magnustheatre.com/EventAvailability?EventId=9201&ref=bookNow&scroll=timeAndDates
https://purchase.magnustheatre.com/EventAvailability?EventId=9201&ref=bookNow&scroll=timeAndDates
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